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TEACHER DEVELOPED VOCABULARY ASSESSMENT 
 
Provided by Deslea Konza, Edith Cowan University for PALL  
 
Can develop your own assessments based on class reading and themes 
 
• Fairest method because it is related to what children are taught 
• Assesses students‟ vocabulary growth in terms of knowledge of words taught 
• Also assesses effectiveness of teaching 
 
Multiple choice after teaching 
e.g.. The student was diligent in completing all his work ahead of time. 
 
a) Lazy 
b) Hard working 
c) Proud 
d) Surprised 
 
Matching 
(match each word with its meaning 
 
a) big small 
b) tiny scarlet 
c) red  large 
 
Synonyms 
 
He discovered a new route through the mountains. 
 
a) wanted  
b) found 
c) travelled 
d) captured 
 
Fill in the blanks 
(supply the answer in a list or not) 
 
1.Sasha asked for a ___________ as a birthday gift.  
 
2. Readers anxiously await nine ___________ episodes in the exciting tale.  
(Also assessing syntactic knowledge here) 
 
Sentence writing 
(Use the word in a sentence to show its meaning) 
Foreign _________________________________________ 
Plausible _________________________________________ 
 



 

“Show you know” sentences 
Students show their knowledge of target words by using vocabulary appropriately 
and in context. 
Example:  
Vocabulary words: Protectionand camouflage 
Student response: The leafy sea dragon looks like a piece of seaweed. It uses this 
camouflage to protect itself by hiding in the sea grass 
 
Association questions 
Write three words that can fit in the blank 
A sponge can absorb 
a)________________ 
b)________________ 
c)________________ 
 
Personal connection (deeper level knowledge) 
 
• Ask students to connect what they know about a word to personal 

experiences or background. Create prompts with sentence starters such as 
 
– Describe a place/event/example… 
– When/ who/where/might… 
– Name a place that reminded you of… 
– Share a time when… 
 
• Ask students to use a target word in a sentence 
 
Prompt: Tell about a time when you were exhausted.  
Personal example: I was exhausted when I ran in the marathon.  
 
Example/non-example 
 
• A vocabulary word is followed by two statements, one is an example of the 

word and the other is not. Students show their understanding of the word by 
choosing the correct example. 

 
Word: postage 
_____ The letter did not have a stamp on it. 
_____ The woman was very old. Teacher developed vocabulary  
 
Alike/Different 
 
• When students study words with similar meanings, this a way of honing in on 

the precise meanings of synonyms.  
 
Example 
Word Pair: mountain and hill 
How are they alike? (possible answer: they are both geographical features) 
How are they different? (possible answer: a mountain is higher than a hill)Teacher 
developed vocabulary assessment 



 

 
 
Yes-No-Why? 
 
Students must check to see if the sentence using the target word makes sense then 
explain why is it does or doesn‟t. 
 
Examples 
1. Sentence: The annual report was published each month.  
 
Response: This doesn’t make sense because annual means once a year. 
 
2. Sentence: Recycling protects the environment. 
 
Response: This does make sense because recycling means less garbage which 
means we keep the world clean 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


