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SUTHERLAND PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS TEST - REVISED 
 

• Developed by Dr Roslyn Neilson - rneilson@ozemail.com.au 
 

– individual assessment 
– takes 10-15 minutes to administer 
– suitable for first four years of formal schooling (R -Yr 3) 
– assesses all levels of phonological awareness 
– also assesses non-word reading and spelling 
– only recommended for students who are not progressing in regular program 

 
 
SPAT-R 
Sutherland Phonological Awareness Test - Revised 
 
The Sutherland Phonological Awareness Test – Revised (SPAT-R) is a concise, individually -
administered test that provides a diagnostic overview of the phonological awareness skills involved in 
early literacy development. 
 
Further details and order can be obtained from rneilson@ozemail.com.au 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 
 

The Yopp-Singer test of Phoneme 
Segmentation 

 
Directions: 
 
Today we’re going to play a word game.  I’m going to say a word, and I want you to break the word 
apart.  You are going to tell me each sound in the word in order.  For example, if I say old, you will say o-
l-d.  Let’s try7 a few word together.  
 
Practice items: 
 
Ride    go    man 
 
Test Items: 
 
dog    lay    keep   race 
fine    zoo    no   three 
she    job    wave   in 
grew    ice    that   at 
red    top    me   by 
sat    do 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: 
Yopp, H>K (1988).  The validity and reliability of phonemic awareness tests.  Reading Research Quarterly, 
Vol 23(2), 159-177 
 
Yopp, H. (1995).  Reading Teacher, Vol. 49, No. 1. Pp 20-29 
 



 
 

Bruce’s Word Analysis Test 
 
 
Directions: 
 
I’m going to say some words, and then I’m going to tell you to remove a sound.  I want you to tell me 
what word remains when that sound is removed.  For example, what word would be left it/t/ were 
taken away from the middle of stand? 
 
Practice items: 
 
Cut (remove the /k/)  bright (remove the /r/)  cried (remove the /d/) 
 
Test Items: 
 

1. stand (remove the /t/) 16. cold (remove the /k/) 
2. jam (remove the /j/) 17. party (remove the /y/ 
3. fairy (remove the /y/ 18. went (remove the /n/ 
4. hand (remove the /n/) 19. frog (remove the /r/) 
5. start (remove the last /t/) 20. near (remove the /n/) 
6. nest (remove the /s/) 21. think (remove the /k/ 
7. frock (remove the /f/) 22. plate (remove the /k/) 
8. tent (remove the last /t/ 23. snail (remove the /n/ 
9. lost (remove the last /s/ 24. bring (remove the /b/) 
10. nice (remove the /n/ 25. pink (remove the /k/) 
11. stop (remove the /s/) 26. left (remove the /f/ 
12. farm (remove the /m/) 27. card (remove the /d/) 
13. monkey (remove the /k/ 28. spoon (remove the /p/) 
14. spin (remove the /s/) 28. hill (remove the /h/) 
15. fork (remove the /k/ 30. every (remove the /y/) 

 
 
Source: 
Bruce, D. (1964).  An analysis of word sounds by young children.  British Journal of Educational 
Psychology.  34, 170 
 
Yopp, H.K. (1988).  The validity and reliability of phonemic awareness tests.  Reading research Quarterly, 
Vol. 23(2), 159-177 



 

 


