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1 Assessing Comprehension of Text 
 
2 Simple Formative Reading Survey 
 
3 Oral Reading Fluency and Basic Word Identification Skills 

 
 
 



 

ASSESSING COMPREHENSION OF TEXT 
. What informal methods are being used in your school? 
 
• Informal methods 
 

– Oral reading assessment 
– Cloze method 
– Running records; miscue analysis 

 
• Text chosen for task depends on purpose 
 

– If used to assess individual progress, use text or level of text they have 
been using (preferably unseen) 

– If used to assess level in relation to other students at grade level, use 
grade level text 

 
ORAL READING AS COMPREHENSION MEASURE 
. Count out 100 words from text 
• Allow reader to read passage silently before reading aloud 
• Ask child to read, and count the uncorrected mistakes and hesitations (longer 

than 5 secs) 
• A correction is not an error 
• Ask range of questions 

 
INTERPRETING ERROR RATES GIVES LEVEL OF TEXT  
Independent 0-4 errors child can read >95% correct without help 
Instructional 5-9 errors child can read at least 90% with support 

Frustration 10+ errors child needs < 90% correct book read to him 
 
CLOZE AS MEASURE OF COMPREHENSION 
. Select paragraph of around 250 words 
• Leave first two and final two sentences intact 
• Delete every 5th (7th for poor reader) unless it is a proper noun or first word in a 

sentence 
• Students complete passage so it makes sense 
 
• Answers should convey original meaning but need not be exact word 
• Answers are scored as a percentage (lower because this is a cloze exercise) 

 
INTERPRETING PERCENTAGES 
Independent 61-100% child can read correct without help 
Instructional 44-60%child can read correct with support 
Frustration 0-43%child needs correct book read to him 
 
• Percentages lower because only missing words are included in the error count 
 

From the Module 3 Literacy PowerPoint 

Associate Professor Deslea Konza, Edith Cowan University 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


